Carotid body tumors.
A review of seven carotid body tumors less than 5 cm in diameter confirms the thesis of other recent reports that such tumors can be resected with minimal morbidity. In two of our cases, initial exploration and biopsy were performed not suspecting the nature of the neck mass; in one of these, hypoglossal and facial nerve deficits resulted. Angiography was diagnostic in six of our seven cases and should be used to establish the diagnosis preoperatively in any neck mass of doubtful origin where carotid body tumor is a part of the differential diagnosis.